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Verda Welcome,
pioneering state
lawmaker, dies

cause of death was gi

\

By Joe Nawrozki
Evening Sun Staff

Verda Freeman Welcaome, who rose [rom
maodest beginnings on a truek farm in Nerth
Carolina to become the first black woman
state senator in the United States, died yes-
terday at Liberty Medieal Cerder in West
Baltimore. She was #3.
According to Kathy Weller, cliniea! -
rector at the hospital, Welcome was bronght
into Liberty at 10:26 a.m. and wag pro-
nounced dead at 10:33 a.m. She had been in
failing health for some tig!e and no specific

BN T

Services are scheduled for 10
a.m. Thursday at Graee Presbyleri-
an Church, 2604 Banister Road in
Baltimore.

Welcome retired from pablie life
in 1982 after serving 25 years in the
State House, first as a detegate then
as state senator.

One of the experiences she
brought to public life was that of a
little girl growing up in Uree, N.C,
an arez now known as Lake Lure.

She saw her father turned away
from the polls by a white adelescent
poll worker, an experieace that led
her to tell her family, “When I grow
up. I'm going to vote!”

Indeed, Verda Weleeme grew up,

voted, and helped others to gaim
equality in the voling boeth,

She never forget the stinging re-
jection of racism. She was denied
restaurant privileges and given a
room in the basement of an Ocean

City Hotel while attending a Young

Democrats’ converntion.
As a result of that experienee,
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! for the legistature.” said Helea Dale,
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a family friend whe works for the =
Maryland Offiee on Aging. “She en- |

conraged their participatim in the
politieal process.” -

Weleome was born in 1987 om a
truek farm high in the Blwe Ridge
Mountaina. She was one of a family
of 18 brothers and sisters,

She reeeived a baehelor's degree
in history from Mergan State Col

lege in Baltimere and weni om te

earn a master's degree from New |

York University in 1943.

Weleome worked for 11 years as |

a temcher in the Baltimare City
schools and, after making the decr
siom to enter palitics, was elected to

the House of Delegates in 1958 as a |

Demeerat. -

In 1962, she earned a seat in the *

state Semate by defeating the Jaek
Pellack political machine in the 4th

District. She built her own organiza-

| tion and remained a state senator =
- for 28 years.

As a senater, Weleome helped | :

vete down the state’s ceniury-old

. miseegenation law, spemsered bills
 establishing equal pay for equal !
. work and voter registratiom by mail, |

and was instrumental in the passage

., latien we showslda’t have had to in-

she would later pueh throwgh the
Maryland legislature the Publie Ac-
commadations Bill, upholding the

dignity of all people to reni a room -

or have a meal wherever they chose.

“She led the way for other black .
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of a méasare that provided $4.8 mil-
lioa to'help beild-Provident Hospital.

She later womld recownt th
mendous progress was made in

days, “but it’s different new; the bills |

1 introdueed were the kinds of legis-

troduee in the first plaee.”

Welceme helped pass legislation
dealing with gom costrol and anti-
smoking. She also led the suecessfni

| fight when Mergan State received

university status., VENING SUN
She twice was the vietim of

crime, In 1963, she was shet and
| wowmnded shortly after her election to

the Maryland Senate. In 1975, she
was mugged, beaten on the head and

National Asseeiation for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, the

 United Negro College Fund and

Amerieans for Demeeratie Action.

She was a delegate to the Demo-
cratic Natiomal Convention m 196.8,
1972 and 1976.

Her husband, Dr. Hem'y Cecil
Weleome, died in 1979. Suevivers in-
clnde her daughier, Mary Sue Wel-
come; a grandson, Gregery Welcome
Mer(fr and 12 broethers and sisters.
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" robbed near her offiee in the 3508 '
, .'_blﬂtk of Holmes Ave. '

Weleame was a member of the



